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Egyptian constructions of Constantine 
the Great 


Terry Wilfong 


Coptic texts would seem to be unlikely sources for information 
on Constantine the Great. Constantine certainly did not read or 
speak Coptic and, although he had considerable impact on the 
administrative and religious life of Egypt, he was not particularly 
associated with the land in which Coptic was used. Nevertheless, 
there are a number of original Coptic sources for the life and reign 
of Constantine. It is true that Coptic historical texts relating to 
Constantine are few, and his role in these is generally minimal: Con- 
stantine was more often used as an historical character in Coptic 
literature. Although overshadowed by his predecessor Diocletian, | 
Constantine fulfilled a number of set functions in Coptic literary 
texts, mostly in his role as the first Christian emperor. Even in these, 
the focus is usually on Constantine as a facilitator of the pious acts of 
his family, rather than as an initiator of his own. An exception to these 
inactive portrayals is Constantine's unexpected role in Coptic texts as 
military victor over the ‘Persians’. Such depictions of Constantine not 
only attest the Egyptians’ opinions of the military abilities of Con- 
stantine, but also the anxieties in the minds of the writers over the 
Sassanian Persians. Examination of the Coptic sources on Constantine 
the Great may not give us new historical information about him, but 
they are important for understanding how he was perceived by the 
Egyptians. | 
Sources in Coptic represent a certain milieu in Egypt: that of 
the Christians who spoke and wrote the native Egyptian language. 
The people who wrote and spoke Coptic represent a broad cross- 
- section of Egyptian society and culture: many Egyptians also knew 
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Greek with varying degrees of proficiency, and some Egyptians 
(who lived in Greek-speaking milieux) probably knew no Coptic 
at all." What can be said for certain is that sources composed in 
Coptic were directed at an exclusively Egyptian audience: with 
only a very few and very late exceptions, Coptic was not used 
outside of Egypt. Thus, the original Coptic sources for Constan- 
tine (as opposed to sources translated into Coptic) were intended 
for Egyptians and show a specifically Egyptian point of view. 

Coptic sources for Constantine are limited to historical and 
literary texts. Although surviving historical sources in Coptic are 
few, there was some sort of tradition of historical writing among 
Coptic authors. The most extensive historical work composed in 
Coptic (containing the most accurate account of Constantine) is 
known only from an Ethiopic translation of a lost Arabic version 
of a lost Coptic original. This is the Chronicle of John of Nikion,” 
best known for its detailed account of the Muslim conquest of 
Egypt. John of Nikiou's history concentrated on Egypt and went 
back to the times of the Pharaohs, but for periods earlier than the 
seventh century, he is selective about what he includes and his 
sources are considerably less accurate. For the later periods, John's 
biases as a Monophysite living under Muslim rule are clear from 
his work. 

John of Nikiou introduces Constantine with an extensive treat- 
ment of the reign of Diocletian, focusing on Diocletian's paganism : 
and maftyrdom of Christians. In this version, Diocletian repents 
and converts to Christianity towards the end of his reign, only to 
fall back into the persecution of Christians, which leads to his 


< death. Constantine emerges as his successor, a pious Christian who 


attempts to right the wrongs done by Diocletian. His first strug- 
gles are with Maxentius and Maximinus; his battles with them are 
described throughout the section, battle with the former being the 
occasion for Constantine's vision of the Cross. Constantine's Chris- 
tianity and goodness are extensively discussed following the battle 
accounts, where Constantine is described as going to war against 
the Persians. After conquering them and establishing them in 
peace he is said to have given them presents and a trumpet. 
John goes on to record the building of churches by Constantine 
and the discovery of the True Cross by an official. The Council of 
Nicaea is ostensibly called by Constantine so that the bishops 
assembled there could honour him and his mother Helena for 
their piety. The latter part of John's account is taken up by stories 
of Constantine's recalcitrant pagan relatives, Constantine's death 
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and the succession of his two sons Constantius and Constans. 
Inaccurate in many details, John of Nikiou gives the only full 
treatment of Constantine's reign from Coptic sources; it also high- . 
lights some of the common themes and approaches to Constantine 
found in other Coptic writings. 

Apart from the account in John of Nikiou's Chronicle, the only 
surviving Coptic historical writing about Constantine appears in 
the fragmentary Coptic History of the Church.” Although partially 
dependent on Eusebius’ Historia Ecclesiastica in some sections, the 
Coptic History was essentially an original composition drawn from 
now-lost Coptic sources. The Coptic History formed one of the 
sources for the much better known Arabic History of the Patriarchs 
of Alexandria, traditionally ascribed to the Severus ibn al-Mugaffa 
but written and revised into its final form by Mawhüb ibn Mansür 
ibn Mufarrig in the eleventh century. Being, essentially, a series of 
biographies of the Patriarchs of Alexandria, the History focuses on 
activity in Egypt and the amount of space devoted to Constantine is 
relatively small, Indeed, the only mentions of Constantine concern 
his death or events afterwards. In connection with Athanasius, the 
author wrote: ‘and after this, Liberius brought Athanasius and took 
him with him to Rome until Constantine died and Constans became 
emperor. ^ 

A few folios later, the author of the Coptic History describes the 
accession of Emperor Julian: 


When Constans died, Julian became king in his place, he 
being a lawless pagan and one come from the sister of 
Constantine the Great, for her husband was a pagan. The 
children? of Constantine saw that this young man was 
impudent and they were afraid that he would take the 
kingship of their father from them. So they took him 
when (he was) young and gave him to the church. They 
made him a /ector. But men of his father brought him up in 
paganism. . . . He dwelt in the palace at Antioch, because 
he was not worthy to live in the palace of Constantine. 


Thus the anonymous author mentions Constantine's death, Con- 
stantine's sister and nephew, Constantine's children and Constan- 
tine's palace, but nothing of Constantine himself. 

To find further attestations of Constantine in Coptic, it is 
necessary to turn to Coptic literature: although Constantine 
appears with some regularity here, he is overshadowed by his 
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predecessor Diocletian. It would be difficult to underestimate the 
impact that Diocletian had on the Egyptian mind. Certainly 
Diocletian's administrative reforms had a major effect on Egypt, 
but it was Diocletian's persecution of Christians in Egypt that 
impressed Egyptians to the point that they dated their existence in 
terms of the beginning of Diocletian's reign; indeed, the Coptic 
church to this day dates from Diocletian's accession, the so-called 
'Era of the Martyrs'. Coptic literature is full of portraits of Dio- 
cletian as mad king and Antichrist; these vary, but in all, he is, 
par excellence, persecutor of Christians. ° Clearly, Diocletian left an 
indelible mark on the Egyptian consciousness, in contrast to 
. Constantine. 

This overshadowing of Constantine by Diocletian is especially 
noticeable in martyrdoms. In such stories, Diocletian is a figure of 
drama and interest but Constantine is not; when he is mentioned 
at all, it is usually as Diocletian's successor. Constantine's freeing 
of the Christian prisoners at his accession is prominent in several 
stories, although it is usually mentioned in passing and Constan- . 
tine himself is not described. An interesting exception to the usual 

. passing reference in Coptic martyrdoms is found in the martyrdom 
of Ter and his sister Irai.” Ter was a captain of Diocletian, who 
converted to Christianity during the persecution. His sister Irai 
also converted and together they went to Alexandria. In their 
absence, ‘a young and valiant tribune named Constantine, whom 

the king loved very much', went to Diocletian and asked to 
matry Kalonia, the younger sister of Ter and Irai. Their mother 
refused permission and Constantine was very unhappy, as was 
Diocletian on his behalf. The emperor appealed to Romanos, 
another of his captains and Kalonia’s uncle, who persuaded 
Kalonia's mother. He took Kalonia's hand and gave it in mar- 
riage to Constantine. 'Kalonia became the wife of Constantine 
until the day that the Lord smote down Diocletian and Con- 
stantine ruled in his place. The implication at the end of this 
episode is that Kalonia ceased to be Constantine's wife after his 
succession. This text is an interesting attempt by its anonymous 
author to link his hero to Constantine, establishing an historical 
context for his story. 

Elsewhere in Coptic literature, Constantine appears most often 
in connection with the finding of the True Cross in Jerusalem. 
Typical is this brief mention in an alphabetic acrostic hymn to St 
Mercurius: 
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When Decius died 

Diocletian became Emperor in his place. 
He slaughtered many martyrs. 

After him Constantine became Emperor. 
He was the one who revealed 

The Cross of Jesus. 

He built a multitude of martyr shrines, 


In which great wonders occurred.” 
(Pierpont Morgan Coptic MS M574) 


But the most extensive version is in a homily on the True Cross by — 
an author known as Pseudo-Cyril of Jerusalem. The identification 
of the works of Pseudo-Cyril was made fairly recently by Alberto 
Campagno, previous editors of the texts assuming that they were 
otherwise unknown works of Cyril himself.” The six known works 
of Pseudo-Cyril were all composed in Coptic; they may have been 
put together from various pre-existing Coptic sources. No date for 
Pseudo-Cyril is certain, but it is likely that his works were written 
in the form we have them today in the sixth or seventh century. 

Pseudo-Cyril’s homily on the True Cross is episodic, showing 
the various events in the existence of the Cross. As in the martyr- 
doms, the account of Constantine begins with a description of the 
wickedness of Diocletian. Pseudo-Cyril's description of Constanti- 
ne's life before becoming emperor is much more extensively devel- 
oped than the account of John of Nikiou; in Pseudo-Cyril, 
Constantine and his parents are secret Christians during the perse- 
cution of Diocletian. Constantine is fighting against the Persians, 
but becomes discouraged and attempts to sue for peace, which the 
Persians take as a sign of weakness. Constantine goes to sleep full of | 
concern, but is awakened by the vision of the Cross and is told that 
he will conquer under this sign. He does not know what the sign 
means, since (being a secret Christian) he has never seen a cross. His 
soldiers interpret it variously as symbols of different pagan gods, but 
the soldier Eusignius comes to him and explains che true meaning. 
Constantine fights under this sign of Christ and wins a decisive - 
battle; as a result he is made emperor. After spending freely on the 
building of churches and the closing of pagan temples, Constantine 
takes his family off to Jerusalem where they can find the True Cross. 
He discovers that the location of the tomb in which it is contained 
has been hidden for centuries by the Jews of the city; one of them is 
able to tell him that it is hidden under the town dungheap. So 
Constantine orders all Jews in the city to come clear away the 
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excrement. After protests, the tomb is cleared and the True Cross 
found. Constantine enters the tomb and looks at it. His mother 
Helena is the active agent of Constantine throughout the story, 
which ends with Constantine ordering the construction of an ela- 
borate church on the site of the tomb. The Constantine episode of 
Pseudo-Cyril concludes with pious reflections on the finding of the 
True Cross. Although Constantine is more active in this story than 
in the martyrdoms, much of the activity in the story is done by 
others, especially Helena and a holy man named Apa Joseph. Only 
before he becomes emperor does Constantine act himself to any great 
degree. Again, as in the account of John of Nikiou, emphasis is put 
on Constantine’s battles with the Persians, yet another instance of 
this motif. 

Incidental references to Constantine and the finding of the Cross 
are numerous, but consecutive accounts in Coptic outside of 
Pseudo-Cyril are uncommon. The main text is the life of the 
martyr Eusignius, Constantine's soldier, but this is a translation 
of a Greek original. A much shorter anonymous work on Con- 
stantine and the Cross from a Cairo Museum parchment was 
published by Henri Munier.' Although Munier entitled the 
work ‘A Coptic Elegy on Emperor Constantine', the ancient title 
is, in fact, ‘Concerning the Holy Cross. The composition is 
apparently complete on the recto and verso of a single leaf from 
a codex, with only the beginnings and ends of some lines missing. 
.. As in other texts, Constantine is credited with releasing Christian 
prisoners after the death of Diocletian. This text also attributes to 
him the building of churches and the establishment of orthodox 
faith. The remainder of the text is in the form of a prayer, which 
includes a denunciation of the Jews for their role in concealing the 
Cross and a lament about the wicked teachings of Arius and 
Melitus. The editor of this text noted some parallels in a text in 
Strasbourg, *? but the parallels are not particularly close; moreover, 
the Strasbourg text has been interpreted as something quite dif- 
ferent. In his book on Coptic poetry of the tenth century, Her- 
mann Junker treated the Strasbourg text as a poetic song 
(alongside other songs about historic events and holy subjects). ^ 
The tune of the song is given as ‘Because of a woman'; the first 
line and refrain of the song is 'Look to the sky, great king 
Constantine! Beyond this, however, Constantine is absent in 
name. The True Cross appears to the Christian soldier Eusignius, 
and the song is primarily concerned with Eusignius' description of 
the symbol and its amazing appearance and properties. This text is 
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followed by yet another song on the finding of che Cross, but this 
work mentions neither Constantine nor his mother Helena 
directly. 

A story about the finding of the Holy Sepulchre by Constanti- 
ne’s sister Eudoxia is one of the more extensive treatments of 
Constantine. This text is known from at least two manuscripts, 
one represented by a single fragment in the John Rylands Library 
and the other a complete manuscript in the Turin Museum. The 
text had been known from the Turin codex for about a hundred 
yeats from a rather poor publication, but it was only in 1980 that 
the text received a proper edition." The text was composed in 
Coptic; the date of its final composition is uncertain, but the 
manuscripts have been dated to around 700 and the editors 
suggest a seventh-century date. The date of composition may 
have some connection to the subject matter. 

The story is made up of three main parts, which may well have 
been separate compositions from which the final story was com- 
piled. The first episode of the Eudoxia story concerns the downfall 
of Diocletian and the accession of Constantine, concluding with 
the release of all people jailed for their Christianity. The next 
section of the story opens with Constantine being baptised, never 
having been before. In the East, a group of five Persian kings are 
becoming unsettled at what they hear of Constantine’s Christian- 
ity and declare war. Constantine goes to meet them, but when he 
and his men cross the Tigris and meet. the Persians, the Roman 
troops are terrified by the huge numbers of Persians and run away. 
Constantine is left alone and the Persians descend upon him. An 
angel of God in a cloud, however, seizes Constantine, his chariot 
and his horse and whisks them away to the site of Constantinople. 
Constantine ordered that the walls of his new city be built here 
along with his palace; he also commanded that a painting of a 
horse and a cloud be set up as a memorial. The Persians, mean- 
while, have concluded that Constantine was saved by the magic of 
the Christians and, after the year was out, took their troops to the 
Roman border. This time, Constantine was ready for them and the 
two sides remained opposite each other for three months, running 
out of water in the process. Both sides prayed to their respective 
gods for help. Constantine prayed that God bring water to show 
that He is the true God; he struck a rock with his rod and water 
gushed forth. After the Romans and their animals drank their fill, 
Constantine ordered them out of the way so that the Persians 
could drink too. The Persian kings saw the miracle and submitted 
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to Constantine and his God, sending yearly tribute and keeping 
the peace from then on. 

The final episode of the story is the longest and, indeed, the 
ostensible purpose for the composition: the account of the finding 
of the Holy Sepulchre by Constantine’s virgin sister Eudoxia. The 
episode opens on Eudoxia sleeping in her lavishly appointed bed- 
room, in her gold and silver bed, under a richly embroidered cover 
presented to Constantine by a repentant Persian king. Christ 
appears to her in a dream and asks how she can sleep on a bed 
of gold and silver and fine linens and jewels when she has not 
sought the place of his resurrection. Christ proves his identity to 
her and describes the long history of neglect that his holy tomb 
has suffered. Eudoxia enlists her brother's help in a scene showing 
the close relationship between the two siblings, and Constantine 
sends her off to Jerusalem with. attendants to find the Holy 
Sepulchre. From here on, the story closely resembles Pseudo- 
Cyril’s homily on the True Cross. In the Eudoxia story, she finds 
the inscription from the True Cross and the bodies of the two 
thieves crucified with Christ. Constantine himself comes to Jer- 
usalem to see the inscription. Constantine gives Eudoxia large 
sums to build the church on the site of the Holy Sepulchre, and 
it is with that event that the story concludes. 

This story has been treated at great length by its recent editors 
and commentators and there is no point in recapitulating their 
work here. Harold Drake pointed out the general ahistorical 
nature of the text; the sister 'Eudoxia' of Constantine is clearly a 
conflation of Helena and the Theodosian empresses Eudocia and 
Eudoxia, although the Coptic author of this text has not taken any 
special pains to portray accurately the career of any of these 
women. Similarly, the account of Constantine's Persian wars can- 
not be matched to any known battles and, indeed, seems to have 
more parallels to Heraclius’ fights against the Sassanians than 
anything else. This latter point may give a clue to the date of 
this text: internal evidence makes it likely that it was written 
sometime between the Sassanian domination of Egypt (618—628) 
and the beginning of the eighth century. 

One text remains which has gone almost sons in the 
scholarly discussion of Coptic literature on Constantine, but which 
sums up the Coptic preoccupations about the emperor quite well. 
This source is an ostrakon from the Theban monastery of Epipha- 
nius, excavated by the Metropolitan Museum of Art and published 
by Walter Crum in 1926 as Ep 80 in his edition of the texts from 
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that site.!? In the addenda to the edition,'° Crum noted parallels 
between this text and the early, faulty edition of the Eudoxia 
story, but the very location of Crum’s note almost guaranteed 
the obscurity of his findings and it has been largely ignored. 
Because the text is so little known, so brief and of such interest, 
I give a new translation of it here. After a few broken lines, the 
import of which is unclear: | 


Constantine, the righteous king, believed in God with all 
his heart. God guided him in all his ways and protected 
him from wars with de[mons and] wars . . . with heathens 
[. . .] because of his faith in God. He humbled his ene- 
mies under his feet. And when the Persians shot arrows at 
him, God sent a cloud and it took him out from among 
them, with his horse. And those barbarians were subject 
to him and gave him tribute for all of his time. And they 
did not make war at all during his time. 


The text ends, apparently complete. 

Among Coptic sources on Constantine, this text is unique for a 
number of reasons. It is the only such source with a known 
archaeological context — the Monastery of Epiphanius, a well- 
excavated and well-published site securely dated to the seventh 
century. It is also the only Coptic Constantine source written on a 
potsherd, rather than on papyrus or parchment. Ostraka were 
generally used for non-literary texts; literary texts found on ostraka 
are generally limited to the Bible or similar texts that could be 
used as amulets or texts for meditation and prayer. It is possible 
that this text was a school exercise, which might explain the use of 
a potsherd rather than a more prestigious writing material, but it 
demonstrates none of the usual signs of a school text. So the 
purpose of this ostrakon remains obscure; the Constantine text 
seems an unlikely candidate for either amuletic, educational or 
devotional purposes. 

The broken beginning of the text is a general praise of Con- 
'stantine, extolling his virtues as a good Christian. The reference to 
his battles with demons is tantalising; none of the Coptic Con- 
stantine texts mentions any such incident, although this may just 
be a general reference to pagan resistance. The story of a cloud 
carrying off Constantine during his battle with the Persians 
together with his horse is a general parallel to the Eudoxia story, 
but there are differences. In the Epiphanius ostrakon, the incident 
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is climactic, ending the battle; in the Eudoxia story it does not 
finish the battle, but leads to the founding of Constantinople. The 
tribute and peace of the Persians are similarly paralleled, but again 
the ostrakon is more definite and abrupt in its descriptions. 

Battles against ‘the Persians’ appear frequently in these Con- 
stantine texts.!" Such battles are often found elsewhere in Coptic 
literature, particularly in the lives of saints, and they are also 
found in the so-called historical romances of Cambyses and Alex- 
ander.'? It has been shown convincingly that the ‘romance’ about 
Cambyses was written in reaction to the Sassanian invasion of 
Egypt, possibly even as a disguised account of the Sassanians. '? 
Other Coptic literary texts set in the fourth and fifth centuries, 
but written later, also refer to battles with ‘the Persians’ which 
cannot be matched to any known contemporary battles. There is, 
however, nowhere in Coptic literature an actual description of the 
Sassanian invasion and conquest of Egypt in the seventh century, 
despite the fact that this is the time when much Coptic literature 
was written down, and the time when some of it was composed. 
The only explicit references to it are later mentions of the devasta- 
tion caused by the Sassanians, but there are never direct descrip- 
tions of the invasion itself in Coptic sources. 

The exception that is usually cited is the Chronicle of John of 
Nikiou, despite the fact that he omits all mention of the Sassanian 
Persian domination of Egypt from 619 to 628. Traditionally, this 
omission has always been seen as the fault of the transmission of 
the manuscript through the Arabic and Ethiopic translation;^? 
that is, scholars assume that John of Nikiou recounted these events 
in his (now lost) Sahidic Coptic original, but that they dropped 
out of subsequent versions. There is a chronological gap in John's 
narrative for this period, but there is no direct evidence that any of . 
John's original text has disappeared here. In other words, there is 
no evidence that John actually wrote about the Sassanian domina- 
tion at all, and there is no other account of the invasion in Coptic. 

This reticence in writing about the Sassanian invasion is sug- 
gestive when examined in connection with the Coptic Constantine 
sources. Most of those referring to Constantine's battles with the 
Persians are thought to have been composed or written down in 
the seventh century. It is difficult not to make the obvious con- 
clusion that the writers were influenced by the events of their 
time, but were unable or afraid to write about them directly and 
could only write about them set safely in the past. At a time when 
Christianity itself seemed threatened, the ‘first Christian emperor' 
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of Coptic tradition may have seemed an ideal hero against the 
Persians, especially considering that the reigning emperor Hera- 
clius expended much effort, when not fighting the Persians, mak- 
ing life difficult for most of the Egyptian Christian population 
through persecution of the Monophysites. None of the contem- 
porary literature from outside Egypt celebrating Heraclius as a 
second Constantine seems to have made it into Coptic; Egyptian 
writers seem to have preferred the original Constantine instead, as 
an heroic figure too remote to trouble them. 

It is clear that the Egyptians were interested in Constantine as 
an historical person. They had access to historical traditions of 
varying degrees of accuracy and they used these according to their 
needs. As an historical figure, though, Constantine was somewhat 
overshadowed by his predecessor Diocletian, on the one hand, and 
his sister and other relatives, on the other. He was remembered as 
the first Christian emperor, but his activity is limited even in 
these accounts. The only role in which Constantine is portrayed 
with any degree of activity and vividness is as victor against the 
Persians; the details of these stories, however, are generally ahis- 
torical and seem to reflect Egyptian anxieties about the Persians in 
the aftermath of the Sassanian invasion of Egypt in the seventh 
century. In the end, Constantine seems to have been used as a 
symbol more than anything else. To a Christian population bru- 
tally conquered by non-Christian Persians, delivered by the Byzan- 
tine reconquest into persecution on sectarian grounds, and then 
more or less cut off from the rest of Christendom by the Muslim 
conquest, Constantine represented hope: a Christian ruler to tri- 
umph over the Persians and free Egypt from persecution. In those 
uncertain times, the Egyptians needed an heroic figure. They 
looked back into their past and they chose Constantine. 
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NOTES 


For a recent discussion of this topic, see Bagnall 1993: 230—60. 
English translation and references in Charles 1916. Although there 
has been debate over the original language of this text (see Fraser 
1991 for a summary), the text and the historical context of its 
composition make it virtually certain that this work was composed 
in Coptic. 

Orlandi 1967—70; additional fragments of this work have turned up 
since Orlandi's edition, but do not relate to the present discussion. 
For full references and discussion of the complex history of this work, 
see den Heijer 1989. 

This text and the following excerpts were originally edited with a 
Latin translation in Orlandi 1967—70, but are republished with 
revisions in den Heijer 1989: 160-2. 

Reading zeiére instead of nespere in line 13 on page 36, clearly a 
typographical error; noted in den Heijer 1989: 160 n. 15. 

For surveys of Coptic literary depictions of Diocletian, see van den 
Berg-Onstwedder 1990 and the earlier J. Schwartz 1958—1960. 
Published in Hyvernat 1886, with additional fragments in Orlandi 
1974; I owe this reference to the kind efforts of Tito Orlandi of the 
University of Rome. 

Translation of Pierpont Morgan MS M574 after Kuhn and Tait 
1996: 32-5. | 

Campagno 1980. 

On St Eusignius, see Devos 1982 for an edition of the Pass. Eusign., 
and Samuel Lieu in this volume, pp. 154, 156-7, 159 and 167-8. 
Munier 1918: 65-71. 

Spiegelberg 1901: 206-11. 


13 Junker 1911: 175-81. 


14 
15 
16 
17 


18 
19 


20 


Orlandi et al. 1981. 

Crum and Evelyn White 1926: 25 and 171-2. 

Ibid. xv. 

Noted in Simon 1935: 222-34, 227 n. 4, and Pearson et al. 1993: x, 
though without reference to the texts discussed below. 

See Müller 1991 for bibliography on both. 

MacCoull 1982, although many of the specifics in this article (the 
identity of the author and his precise location) are purely speculative. 
The suggestion of Cruz-Uribe 1986 that this work is, in fact, a 
reaction to the Arab conquest is ingenious, but unconvincing. 

As suggested in, e.g., Butler 1978: xix and 219 n. 1. The full listing 
of chapter headings at the beginning of the Ethiopic text of John of 
Nikiou gives no indication of missing sections on the Sassanian 
domination. i 
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